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 Chair Hashem, Vice Chair Perruso, and Members of the House Committee: 
  

 The Office of Planning supports the intent of this measure.  The purpose of SB 338, SD 2 is to 
require the Department of Agriculture to establish a five-year food hub pilot program to increase 
access to local food.  SB 338, SD 2 provides for the award of grant funding to qualified applicants 
wishing to establish or expand a food hub. 
 

 The Office of Planning’s newly-established Statewide Sustainability Program recently held a 
series of public meetings in the Fall of 2020 to update the Hawai‘i 2050 Sustainability Plan, which 
was revised by Act 146, SLH 2019 to “serve as the state’s climate and sustainability strategic action 
plan.”   
 
          Through this timely statewide public outreach during the COVID-19 global pandemic and its 
corresponding economic impacts to Hawai‘i, residents raised the vital importance of and need for: 
community food security, access to locally-produced food, and the availability of USDA certified 
food processing facilities.  The need to improve Hawai‘i’s local food production and rural 
community food security was prevalent in nearly every Hawai‘i 2050 Sustainability Plan public 
meeting.  
 
 Recently the State of Hawai‘i also enacted Act 151, SLH 2019, one of the state’s sustainability 
targets, which required the Department of Agriculture, in cooperation with the Office of the 
Governor, to develop a strategic plan to achieve the goal of doubling food production and increasing 
food exports by 2030. 
 
 Food hubs may become a more important link in the supply chain to channel more local food to 
the consumers and institutions of the state.  Food hubs, as centrally located facilities with a business 
management structure that facilitates the aggregation, storage, processing, distribution and marketing 
of locally grown produce, are an integral but missing piece of agricultural infrastructure required to 
achieve and sustain the doubling of local food production in Hawai‘i. 
  
 The Office of Planning looks forward to supporting the Department of Agriculture in these 
sustainable endeavors to increase Hawai‘i’s food security and sustainability. 
 
 Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of SB 338, SD 2. 
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higher than the national average.6  In Hawaii, less than one in five adults reported eating five or 1 

more fruits and vegetable a day (2015 Behavioral Risk Factors Surveillance System).7 2 

The pandemic increased attention to the vulnerability of food systems and nationally 3 

local food hubs demonstrated the ability to shift and meet the needs of growers and consumers.8  4 

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, food hubs may improve local and regional 5 

food systems, increase access to fresh fruits and vegetables in low-income communities, and 6 

facilitate fruit and vegetable purchases by institutions such as schools and hospitals.9  The DOH 7 

supports S.B. 338, S.D. 2 as one component of a comprehensive approach to improve the 8 

availability and accessibility of healthy foods to improve health outcomes for people in Hawaii, 9 

especially for those who face greater health disparities. 10 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 11 

 
6 United States Department of Agriculture: Official USDA Food Thrifty Plans. 
7 Hawaii Health Data Warehouse, Hawaii State Department of Health, Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 
2016. 
8 Local Food Systems Response to COVID, Building Better Beyond, accessed 2/2/2021. 
9 United States Department of Agriculture. The Role of Food Hubs in Local Food Marketing. 2013. 

https://lfscovid.localfoodeconomics.com/innovation/#hubs
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University of HawaiÔi at Manoa 

SB 338 SD2 Ð RELATING TO A FOOD HUB PILOT PROGRAM 

Chair Hashem, Vice Chair Perruso, and members of the House Committee on 
Agriculture: 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of the intent of SB 338 SD2 relating to 
the development of a food hub pilot program. 

According to the 2017 NASS Agriculture Census, approximately 87% of HawaiÔi farms 
produce just 10% of total agriculture sales. Twelve percent of HawaiÔi farms sell food 
crops directly to local sources and represent just 22% of total sales; and 96% of sales to 
local sources (2% of all farms) comes from farms with more than $50,000 in total sales. 

These data point out the poor platform from which HawaiÔi strives for food security; and 
that food security will come from larger operations. Agriculture is a business of scale, 
hence the need for food hubs. 

These data represent the situation prior to the pandemic, which no doubt has made the 
situation worse. 

Food hubs are represented by a wide range of business models. Thus, developing a 
food hub means asking Òwhat kind of a hubÓ is wanted. A study by the National Good 
Food Center notes that profitability is marginal - that a Òtypical food hub operates at a 
close to break-even level. The highest performing 25 percent posted a 4 percent profit, 
compared to the average of -2 percentÓ. The top 25 percent of food hubs Òmay have 
earned their 4% profit through 3 percent lower cost of goods sold!and through greater 
labor productivityÓ. Clearly, food hub management is the key to success. 

Given the nature of HawaiÔi agriculture, food hubs would be an obvious advantage if 
they can be made economically solvent, which means eventually not operating by 
grants and gifts, but by sound management. 

SB 338 SD2 proposes a food hub pilot program to be ÒadministeredÓ by the HawaiÔi 
Department of Agriculture (HDOA). We defer to HDOAÕs opinion on whether that is 
possible given the resources available. Our recommendation is that HDOA should not 
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administer, but more correctly help ÒinitiateÓ food hubs; and document the success or 
failure of the subsequent management. This is more in line with the intent of the bill and 
puts the responsibility of success in the hands of the entrepreneurs. 

The University supports the intent of SB 338 SD2 with comments but is aware of the 
current financial climate of the State of Hawai"i and realizes that state funding is 
reduced. For the next fiscal biennium, the University of HawaiÔi Board of Regents 
approved a budget request for the University that was flat, and did not seek any 
increased funding to the University. UH defers to HDOA on their priorities. 



https://resilientoahu.org/resilience-strategy
http://aloha-challenge.hawaiigreengrowth.org/aloha-goals/local-food/
http://aloha-challenge.hawaiigreengrowth.org/aloha-goals/local-food/


https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2010/12/14/getting-scale-regional-food-hubs#:~:text=Our%20working%20definition%20of%20a,value%20chain%2C%20food%20hubs%20are
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2010/12/14/getting-scale-regional-food-hubs#:~:text=Our%20working%20definition%20of%20a,value%20chain%2C%20food%20hubs%20are
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Hawaii/cp15003.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Hawaii/cp15003.pdf
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TESTIMONY OF MICHAEL P. VICTORINO  
MAUI COUNTY MAYOR  

BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE AGRICULTURE  
Wednesday, March 17, 2021  
Conference Room 325 & Videoconference  

SB338 SD2 RELATING TO A FOOD HUB PILOT PROGRAM.  
Representative Mark J. Hashem  Chair  
Representative Amy A. Perruso, Vice Chair  
Honorable members of the Committee on Agriculture  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- !

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in  SUPPORT  for SB338 SD2 . 

The purpose of this Bill is to establish a five-year food hub pilot program under the 
department of agriculture to award grant funding to  food hubs which often encounter 
financial obstacles when seeking to launch or expand their operations.  Therefore, a 
funding source is needed to support the establishment and growth of food hubs on a 
scale that meets demand by state institutions such as schools, hospitals, and 
correctional facilities.  

The County of Maui notes that SB338 SD2 is essential to pandemic recovery 
efforts and complements the Counties investment in local agriculture. In Fiscal 
Year 2021 alone the County of Maui has invested $2.5 million in an agriculture 
micro-grant program and $1.9 Million in direct grants to non-profits that 
provide support services to local producers. These investments benefit local 
consumers by improving the availability of local produce, livestock and poultry 
in Maui County, while also increasing farm capacity, productivity, name 
recognition and income for farmers.  

This Bill seeks to actively coordinate aggregation along the value chain, citing 
that food hubs may provide wider access to institutional and retail markets for 
small to mid-sized producers, and increase consumers' access to fresh healthy 
food, including those consumers in underserved areas and "food deserts". The 
County of Maui supports the investment of food hubs in Òfood desertsÓ to 
increase access to fresh, heathy, and nutritious food to underserved 
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populations. This initiative is in line with the Federal AdministrationÕs focus on 
socially disadvantaged farmers. President Biden signed an Executive Order  1

calling upon all departments, including USDA, to conduct an equity 
assessment and evaluate opportunities to increase engagement with 
underserved communities  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT  for SB338 SD2.

 Executive Order On Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities 1

Through the Federal Government. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-
actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-advancing-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-
communities-through-the-federal-government/  
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Teresa Gardner Artfarm808 Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am writing today in support of the Food hubs. As a small farmer this will be immense 
helpful in bringing the food grown on the islands to the marketplace. Good hubs could 
be a vital 

component for both the producers and consumers in making it easier to eat what is 
locally grown. Please pass this bill as a testament to the states support of growing and 
eating local produce. It's just common sense! 
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pamela burrell apollo kauai, zero waste 
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Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senators.. 

This is a brilliant concept  and so very necessary for Hawaii. 

Food. We all need it and what better than supporting our local farmers? Our daily food 
does not need to travel from afar. We just need to coordinate the growers..who's got 
what.. for our local grocery stores, restaurants,and resorts.. what better then to promote 
local ! 

Let's make a system that supports our local people trying to give us this  food 
accessibility from our island ohana. Support local jobs first. It is the right thing to do. 

Thank you for representing Hawaii. 

Mahalo, 

Pamela Burrell, 

Kalihiwai, Kauai 
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TESTIMONY OF PLANIT  
IN REGARD TO SB 338 SD2 RELATING TO A FOOD HUB PILOT PROGRAM 

TO BE HEARD BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
MARCH 17 AT 10:00AM VIDEO CONFERENCE 

Dear Chair Mark Hashem, Vice Chair Amy Perruso and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Daniela Torres, and I am the manager of PlanIt.  We are a HawaiÔi-based 

environmental branding agency that works with businesses whose mission include 

sustainability. Our clients focus not only on being role models for their community, but also 

providing education to their customers and community as well. Many of our clients would 

prefer to source all their ingredients locally, however, a lack of local ingredients and processing 

facilities makes it necessary to import most of what they need.  

PlanIt supports SB 338 SD2 , relating to a Food Hub Pilot Program requiring the Requires the 

department of agriculture to establish a 5-year food hub pilot program to increase access to 

local food.! Provides for the award of grant funding to qualified applicants wishing to establish 

or expand a food hub, for the following reasons:  

Help Achieve State Sustainability Goals  

Food security and sustainability is of critical importance for Hawaii.! The State Department of 

Agriculture estimated that 80 - 90% of! food in Hawaii is imported.! Should an interruption 

occur due to natural disaster or other external factors beyond the State's control, current food 

sources would last just 3-10 days.! 

The Aloha+ Challenge aims to improve this by calling for the doubling of local food production 

by 2030.! In order for farmers to produce more food, they need logistical assistance to focus on 

what they do best; producing more local food.! Without this support, it is unlikely Hawaii can 

achieve its sustainability goals. 

Farmers Can't Do This on Their Own  

Large obstacles currently exist for small farmers to get their food to market.! A full time 

employee would be required to engage in market research, marketing of their farm, pitching or 

altering crops and services, negotiating contracts, balancing supply and demand, and 

maintaining relationships.! Many farmers don't have the resources to showcase their products 



at just one farmerÕs market on one island, let alone connect with larger grocery chains and 

hundreds of restaurants, schools and businesses. 

Additional resources and manpower is required for processing, certification, insurance, 

accounting, refrigeration, and transportation.! Consolidating these efforts not only removes 

barriers for farmers who wouldn't have been able to scale before, while providing the 

economic benefit of new jobs.  

Small Farms are Instrumental to Hawaii's Soil & Ecosystem Integrity  

According to the 2017 USDA NASS Census of Agriculture, 66% of farms in the State of Hawaii 

are small, ranging between 1Ð9 acres.! Small farms usually have a more diverse cropland, while 

large producers tend to focus on monoculture (single crop production).! Allowing small farmers 

to participate in larger markets will ensure their economic survival and subsequently HawaiiÕs 

long term ecosystem survival. 

The negative effects of monoculture are far reaching, compounding, economically 

unsustainable in the long term, and in some cases can cause irreversible damage to 

ecosystems.! When a single crop is grown, biodiversity is compromised, crops are more 

susceptible to harmful organisms, pesticide and synthetic fertilizer use increases, top soil 

degradation occurs, groundwater pollution of chemicals is prevalent, and surrounding 

ecosystems are compromised.! The EPA reports that although coral reefs face numerous 

threats, many come directly from agricultural pollution.  

Helps Businesses & Families Choose Local  

Families access to local food is limited to what items are stocked in large chain grocery stores, 

or select few farmers markets on certain days of the week.! Virtual food hubs can be set up to 

allow families to order food online at one place but receive products from a variety of farmers.! 

Barriers for businesses to source from small local farms would also be lowered.! Instead of 

being forced to work with the products of one large supplier of often imported products, food 

hubs would open the doors to resources and competition from a variety of local farms.!  

PlanIt supports SB 338 SD2  and thanks you for this opportunity to testify.  

Respectfully,! 

Daniela Torres 

PlanIt, Environmental Vision + Branding 
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laurel brier Kauai women's caucus Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

For greater self sufficiency, food security and for a healthier people and environment. 

 



   
 
 

1100 Alakea Street, Suite 408 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
(808) 521-4717 
www.lurf.org   

March 15, 2021 
 

 
Representative Mark J. Hashem, Chair 
Representative Amy A. Perruso, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Agriculture  
 
Support of SB 338, S.D.2  Relating to a Food Hub P ilot Program (Requires 
the Department of Agriculture [ DOA] to establi sh a 5-year food hub pilot 
program to increase access  to local food ; p r ovides for the awar d of grant 
funding to qualif ied appli cants wishing to es ta blish or e xpand a food hub ; 
authorizes the issuance of general obligation bonds for the Ho nalo 
Ma rshallin g Yard; r equi res reports to the Legisla ture ; ma kes an 
appropriation ; effec tive 7/1/2050 .)   
 
W ednesday , March 17, 20 21, at 10:0 0  a.m .; Conference Room 325  via  
Videoc onferenc e 
 
The Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii (LURF) is a private, non -profit research 
and trade association whose members include major Hawaii landowners, developers, 
and utility compan ies�������/�8�5�)�¶�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���W�R���Ddvocate for reasonable, rational,  and 
equitable land use planning, legislation and regulations that encourage well-planned 
economic growth and development, while safegua�U�G�L�Q�J���+�D�Z�D�L�L�¶�V���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G��
cultural resources, and public health and safety. 
 
LURF appreciates the opportunity to express its support of  SB 338, S.D.2  and of the 
various agricultural stakeholder groups who defend the goals of viable agricultura l 
operations and the conservation and protection of agriculture,  including important 
agricultural  lands in Hawaii .   The bill demonstrates the need for , and benefit of 
collaboration amongst  different  sectors of the community  - business, government, and 
agricultural stakeholders  - and the importance  of them work ing  together cooperatively 
to improve th e economic viability of �W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H�¶�V���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\. 
  
SB 338, S.D.2 .  This purpose of this measure is to establish a five-year food hub pilot 
program under the DOA to increase access to local food, and to appropriate funds for 
the program.   
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�/�8�5�)�¶�V���3�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q.  Food hubs are facilities that assist with the aggregation, storage, 
processing, distribution , and marketing of local ly grown produce.  LURF understands 
that food hubs currently represent hundreds of small/medium farms and generate over 
$2.5 million in income annually in local food sales.  These food hubs help small local 
farmers who do not have the resources and are therefore unable, on their own, to 
effectively distribute , store, process, and promote their  locally grown foods.  
Management, technology, and marketing assistance provided by food hubs is necessary 
and in turn, food hubs require funding assistance from  the State in order to support 
establishment and growth on a scale that can meet the demand of state institutions such 
as schools, hospitals, and correctional  facilities . 
 
LURF members include farmers, ranchers, and landowners who own, maintain, and 
engage in agricultural enterprises, and who consider programs such as that proposed by 
this bill significant  to the conduct of their operations and to help sustain their 
businesses, as well as to increase local food self-sufficiency and significantly heighten 
local food production in th is State.   
 
Agricultural stakeholders believe SB 338, S.D.2 will greatly assist in  the effort to  achieve 
long-term sustainability of Hawaii �¶s food supply and economic growth. 
 
The purpose of this bill is consistent with the underlying i ntent and objectives of the IAL 
laws (Hawaii Revised Statutes, Sections 205-41 to 52), which were enacted to fulf ill the 
mandate in Article XI, Secti on 3, of the Hawaii  State Constituti �R�Q�����³�W�R���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�H and 
protect agricultural lands, promote diversified ag ricul ture, increase agricultural self-
sufficiency and assure the availability of agricu lturally  suitable l�D�Q�G�V���´��  
 
By recognizing the significance of, and need to assist the local agriculture industry, and 
implement measures which help to support the growth and maint enance of agricultu re 
in the State, this bill si gnificantly help s to promote economically viable agriculture and 
food self-sufficiency in Hawaii .    
 
For the reasons stated above, LURF is in support  of SB 338, S.D.2 , and 
respectfully urges your favorable consideration of thi s bill .  
 
Thank you for the opportu nity to present testimony regarding this mat ter.  
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Comments:  

To:  The  Honorable Mark Hashem, Chair, The Honorable Amy Perruso, Vice Chair, and 
Members of the House Committee on Agriculture 

From: Climate Protectors Hawaii (by Ted Bohlen) 

Re: Hearing SB338 SD2�± RELATING TO A FOOD HUB PILOT PROGRAM.  

Hearing:  Wednesday, March 17, 2021, 10:00 a.m., by videoconference 

Aloha Chair Hashem, Vice Chair Perruso, and members of the House Committee on 
Agriculture:  

The Climate Protectors Hawaii is a group focused on reversing the climate crisis. The 
Climate Protectors Hawaii STRONGLY SUPPORTS SB338 SD2!   

As a tropical island State, Hawaii will be among the first places harmed by the global 
climate crisis, with more intense storms, food insecurity, loss of protective coral reefs, 
and rising sea levels destroying our shorelines. We must do all we can to reduce our 
carbon footprint and become carbon negative as soon as possible. 

Facilitating more local food production, as this bill would do, will reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions released in transporting food to Hawaii, reduce our food insecurity, and help 
local farmers. 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to establish and appropriate funds for a five-
year food hub pilot program under the Department of Agriculture to increase access to 
local food. 

Farmers in Hawaii face many challenges in achieving economic sustainability, including 
the limited availability of reliable markets and food hubs, which are facilities used to 
secure food and process value-added products.  Food hubs, as centrally located 
facilities with a business management structure that facilitates the aggregation, storage, 
processing, distribution, and marketing of locally grown produce, are an integral but 



missing piece of agricultural infrastructure required to achieve and sustain the doubling 
of local food production in Hawaii. 

State supported food hubs may give Hawaii's producers the opportunity to compete with 
local markets, while also remaining financially viable.  Hawaii's agricultural producer 
majority is small farmers who struggle with access to facilities and infrastructure to 
aggregate, process, and distribute products to local consumers and face high costs in 
land, labor, energy, and limited access to water supply for irrigation.  Allowing small 
farmers to participate in larger markets will ensure their economic survival and Hawaii's 
long-term ecosystem survival.  Therefore, a food hub pilot program will help lower costs 
for and increase revenue to farmers in the State, help farmers become or remain 
economically sustainable, and ensure public access to locally grown food and value-
added products. 

Please pass this bill to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and food insecurity by 
facilitating more local food production in Hawaii. Mahalo! 

Climate Protectors Hawaii (by Ted Bohlen) 
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Comments:  

Chair Hashem, Vice Chair Perruso, and members of the House Committee on 
Agriculture:  

Hawaii can and should substantially increase local food self -reliance for 
numerous reasons, in my opinion, and can do so in several ways I think will be a 
net positive for  Hawaii's medical, environmental, and economic health -- 

e.g. the increased local economic multiplier effect of NOT exporting billions of 
dollars annually to import food.  

I also think this can be done without requiring perpetual subsidization of local 
food producers by local consumers and/or taxpayers to keep them competitive 
with artificially cheaper imported food,  
 
which enjoys an unfair competitive advantage due to being externally subsidized 
in several ways, both direct and indirect, from production to s hipment to Hawaii.  
 
The pandemic has also put renewed focus on the Governor's goal to double local 
food production, and the need to increase local food self -reliance and resiliency 
to better prepare for a wider range of both predictable and unpredictable p ossible 
causes of future import supply disruptions and cost increases.  
 
SB338 provides one tangible way to do this. Food hubs help small local farmers 
more cost -effectively compete with artificially cheaper imports by sharing 
production, distribution, and marketing expenses to reduce per unit costs,  

thereby improving economies of scale and the economic viability of local food 
producers, while improving Hawaii's food security and increasing local access to 
more affordable healthy food which, in turn, can he lp reduce acute and chronic 
health care costs, while also helping local environmental protection and 
restoration efforts.  

I would also add that any mandated set -aside of state -owned ag lands for food 
producers who intend to primarily sell to local buyers s hould not simply be 



auctioned to the highest bidders, but should be designed to support a wide 
varety of producers at the lowest possible land rental costs, perhaps starting at 
zero and increasing on a sliding scale as net revenues increase.  

In conclusion,  I think the combination of:  

- food hubs,  

- below fair -market land rental or purchase costs,  

- one-time upfront ag infrastructure subsidization,  

- exemption from state and local taxes on in -state food sales, and  

- "buy local first" mandates for taxpayer -funded institutional food buyers  

all could help level the playing field for local food producers relative to artificially 
cheaper imported food  

but without asking local consumer and/or local taxpayers to perpetually pay more 
to "buy local."  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.  

Thomas Brandt  

Foresight/Policy Analysis  
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David Mulinix Our Revolution Hawaii Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee, 

On behalf of Our Revolution Hawaii's 7,000 members and supporters statewide, we 
stand in STRONG SUPPORT for SB338 relating to Food Hubs. 

Food hubs provide essential resources to help small farmers prepare their produce for 
market. By helping these small farmers we help support the growth of our local food 
economy. Supporting Food Hubs provides greater food system equity, and access to 
�K�H�D�O�W�K�\���I�R�R�G���L�Q���O�R�F�D�O���³�I�R�R�G���G�H�V�H�U�W�V���´���)�R�R�G���+�X�E�V���D�U�H���D���Z�L�Q���Z�L�Q���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Dave Mulinix, Community Organizer 

Our Revolution Hawaii 
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Nancy Redfeather Ka Ohana O Na Pua Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

This is one of those "essential bills" if we are ever to have a working local food system 
that can provide both space, infrastructure, and personnel to work with small and 
medium size farms to aggregate for institutional purchasing, and provide new markets 
and marketing assistance for our small family farms that make up the vast majority of 
the farms in the State.  If we get food hubs in all regional areas of the State there will be 
new markets available for farmers, and more farmers will farm.   We can grow Hawaii's 
food system and build our agricultural economy with regional Food Hubs.  Mahalo! 
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March 16, 2021 

 
TO:   Chair Hashem and members of Agriculture Committee 
 
RE:    SB 338 SD2 Relating to a Food Hub Pilot Project Program 
 
 Support for hearing on March 17 
 
Americans for Democratic Action is an organization founded in the 1950s by leading supporters 
of the New Deal and led by Patsy Mink in the 1970s.  We are devoted to the promotion of 
progressive public policies.   
 
We support SB338 SD2 as it would establish a five-year food hub pilot program to increase 
access to local food.  It also provides for the award of grant funding to qualified applicants 
wishing to establish or expand a food hub. This would help achieve the statewide Aloha+ 
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statutory goals of achieving net-carbon negative emissions by 2045. 
 
 Thank you for your favorable consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
John Bickel, President 
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Comments:  

The Democratic Party of Hawaii Environmental Caucus STRONGLY SUPPORT SB 338 
SD1! As a tropical island State, Hawaii will be among the first places harmed by the 
global climate crisis, with more intense storms, food insecurity, loss of protective coral 
reefs, and rising sea levels destroying our shorelines. We must do all we can to reduce 
our carbon footprint and become carbon negative as soon as possible. 

Facilitating more local food production, as this bill would do, will reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions released in transporting food to Hawaii, reduce our food insecurity, and help 
local farmers. 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to establish and appropriate funds for a five-
year food hub pilot program under the Department of Agriculture to increase access to 
local food. 

Farmers in Hawaii face many challenges in achieving economic sustainability, including 
the limited availability of reliable markets and food hubs, which are facilities used to 
secure food and process value-added products.  Food hubs, as centrally located 
facilities with a business management structure that facilitates the aggregation, storage, 
processing, distribution, and marketing of locally grown produce, are an integral but 
missing piece of agricultural infrastructure required to achieve and sustain the doubling 
of local food production in Hawaii. 

State supported food hubs may give Hawaii's producers the opportunity to compete with 
local markets, while also remaining financially viable.  Hawaii's agricultural producer 
majority is small farmers who struggle with access to facilities and infrastructure to 
aggregate, process, and distribute products to local consumers and face high costs in 
land, labor, energy, and limited access to water supply for irrigation.  Allowing small 
farmers to participate in larger markets will ensure their economic survival and Hawaii's 
long-term ecosystem survival.  Therefore, a food hub pilot program will help lower costs 
for and increase revenue to farmers in the State, help farmers become or remain 
economically sustainable, and ensure public access to locally grown food and value-
added products. 



Please pass this bill to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and food insecurity by 
facilitating more local food production. Mahalo! 
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